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==pp BARODESS:

o Her Excellency Eithni ingen Talorgain (Jean Hetzel) 4934

9 Goldfinch Dr, Madison WI 53714, 628-7782, 226-0846,
\w’ baronesseithni@yahoo.com

BARONDIAL OFFICERS

Archery Captain Co-Captains: Lady Sirona (Vicki Stekly) 241-
A 7534, berkana@execpc.com; Lady Jois Corbet (Deena Thompson)
226-0846, corvusjoyous@gmail.com
0 Chatelaine: Lady Elizabeth Wren (Kristine Anderson) 608-333-6413
ladywren@gmail.com
@ Chirurgeon: Lady Fiona (Lyn Andreasen) 446-6438,
tskrangsangel@lycos.com
/ Chronicler: Paul Wickenden of Thanet (Paul Goldschmidt) 827-6891
goldschp@tds.net
Demo Coordinator: Reinholdt von Trollenhagen (Mark Doyle)
338-5895, mark.doyle@wush.com
Directory: Paul Wickenden of Thanet (Paul Goldschmidt) 827-6891
goldschp@tds.net
é:? Exchequer: Lady Fiona (Lyn Andreasen) 446-6438,
tskrangsangel@lycos.com
Historian: H.E. Adrien de Troyes (Chris Olson) 249-6382,
detroyes@hotmail.com
@ Knight Marshal: Stephen du Bois (Stephen Ward) 886-3909
sward1l@chartermi.net
Minister of Arts & Sciences: Roisin igen Ailill (Rebecca
Heidelberger) 244-4621, roisin106@aol.com
Pursuivant: Reinholdt von Trollenhagen (Mark Doyle)
338-5895, mark.doyle@wush.com
Rapier Marshal: Rosa de la Mer (Joanna Anderson) 270-0001,

prissybi@gmail.com
@ Seneschal: Robert the Stout (Robert Trefz) 441-6150, rtrefz@tds.net
UW Reservations: Heinrich von Stuttgart (Andrew Shallue)
259-9427, shallue@math.wisc.edu
2 Web Minister: Drachon (Mike Wilkey) 516-4556,
drachon@cubezombie.com

Baronial Mailing Address: PO Box 1002, Madison WI 53701-1002
Baronial Web Page: http:/ /www jararvellir.org
Baronial Email list: jararvellir@minstrel.com

LEGALESE: This is The Skein, a publication of the Barony of Jararvellir in the
Kingdom of Northshield of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. The Skein is
available from Paul Goldschmidt, 5625 Highland Way, Middleton WI 53562 . Itis nota
corporate publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. and does not
delineate SCA policies. The Skein is Copyright © 2007 Society for Creative Anachronism
(SCA), Inc. - Barony of Jararvellir. Except where otherwise stated, all articles in this
publication may be reprinted without special permission in newsletters and other
publications of branches of the SCA, Inc., subject to the following conditions: A) The text
must be printed in its entirety, without additions or changes. B) The author’s name and
an original publication credit must be printed with the text. C) You must send a letter to
the editor of this newsletter, stating the articles you have used and in what publication
the material has been reprinted.

SUBMISSIONS & SUBSCRIPTIONS: Subscriptions for 2007 are free, but
there is a recommended donation of $1 per issue to cover postage and copying (Full year
=$12). Submissions will be edited for grammar and spelling. Anything that is in poor
taste or violates SCA publication guidelines or copyright law will not be published. The
Skein is published monthly on the first Wednesday after General Meeting. The
submission deadline for each issue is the Friday before the General Meeting of the
publishing month. Submissions are accepted in any (legible!) format and via e-mail.
Please also include any publication restrictions beyond those of this newsletter.

ART CRECOITS: The coveris by Ingrid the Crafty.

CADTOD OF Coille sToirMeEil

(Monroe & Juneau County, WI)
http:/ /www.coillestoirmeil.org

Seneschal: Kori Redjohan (Corriene Cameron)
400 High St Apt G, Norwalk WI 54648
cte71259@centurytel.net, (608) 823-7863

Monthly Meeting: First or second Sunday of the month at the Nest in Tomah

CTPOST L MM

(Monroe and surrounding area, WI)
http:/ /groups.yahoo.com/group/Canton_of_Wolfhome

Seneschal: Ambriose (Ambrose N Paust)

408 Alvin St, Blanchardville WI 53516
angusbruiser@yahoo.com, (608) 214-4692




BARONDIAL MEETINGS, GUILOS,
ADO CONDTACCTS

Please call the contact person to verify when & where an activity is held!

Archery Practice UW Stock Pavilion Sun 12-2PM, Wed. 6:30-9PM.
Contact: Lady Jois (Deena) 226-0846, Lady Sirona (Vicki) 241-7534
Armoured Combat UW Stock Pavilion Wed. 7-10PM, Sunday 2-4PM
Contact: Stephen du Bois (Stephen Ward) swardl@chartermi.net
Armormaking Tuesdays 7PM. 3314 Ridgeway Avenue
Contact: Master Giles (Ed Gilbert) 244-2845, horsebows@mail.madtown.net
Bardic Night: Fourth Sunday, 6-8PM, Escape Java Joint, 916 Williamson St
Contact Ingrid the Crafty (Ingrid Stark) 249-8795, ingridthecrafty@yahoo.com; or
Reinholdt von Trollenhagen (Mark Doyle) 338-5895, mark.doyle@wush.com
Brewing & Vintning Third Monday. Various locations (call for info)
Contact: Robert the Stout (Robert Trefz) 441-6150, rtrefz@tds.net
Calligraphy & Illumination Tuesdays 7PM. Call for location
Contact: Lady Eile (Alicia Cronk) 250-4595, leleth.faery@yahoo.com
Clothier’s Guild Alternate Mondays, 7PM. Contact for location and dates.
Contact: Iohanna (A. Rebekah Turner) 957-9072, arebekah@gmail.com
Cordial Guild First Tuesday 7:30PM Contact for location
Contact: Lady Cianna Kharleen (Carrie Wilkey) 846-8008,
cianna@teadame.com
Equestrian (not currently active but information available)
Contact: Alissende de Montfaucon (Tammy Thompson) 212-5433,
alissende@centurytel.net
European Dance Sundays 3PM. UW Campus—check TITU for room.
Contact: Lady Thea
Fletching Fridays 6:30PM (call ahead) 5418 Imagine
Contact: Lord Toussaint de Caluwe (Tyson Patterson) 838-4092
Fool’s Guild Alternate Wednesday 6:30PMish, UW Stock Pavilion.
Contact: Lady Aliénor Hathaway (Mariessa Dobrick) 658-8941, reesa83@aol.com
General Business Meeting Usually 1st Sunday, 7PM, Edgewood College,
Predolin Hall — call to verify meeting date and location.
Contact: Robert the Stout (Robert Trefz) 441-6150, rtrefz@tds.net
Instrumental Music Mondays 7PM-Beginners, SPM-Advanced.
UW Campus—Check TITU
Contact: Lord Nikolaus der Ausldander (Clint Hotaling) 846-0859,
n_auslander@hotmail,com
Middle Eastern Dance and Drumming Wednesday 8:15pm, UW Stock Pavilion
Contact: Lady Kenya (Heather Cushing) 298-0103, evilkenya@tds.net
Needlearts Tuesdays 7:30. Call for location
Contact: Ivan (John Beebe) 298-0918
Rapier Practice Wednesday 6:30-9PM, UW Stock Pavilion
Contact: Rosa de la Mer
Social Practice Wednesday 9PMish Irish Waters on University Ave
Contact: HE Eithni (Jean Hetzel) 628-7782
Thrown Weapons Sundays Noon, Second Wednesdays 7PM, UW Stock Pavilion.
Contact: Vacant
Vocal Music Thursdays 7 PM UW Campus—Check TITU
Contact: Lady Aliénor Hathaway (Mariessa Dobrick) 658-8941, reesa83@aol.com
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CPisTLE FROM THhE BARONDESS

Greetings unto the Populace of Jararvellir from Baroness Eithni
ingen Talorgain!

April is now past and now the Barony is looking forward to a few
weeks of rest after both the Canton of Coille Stoirmeil’s 25th
Anniversary and Northshield Dance Seminar during the past
month.

Coille Stoirmeil’s event, Silver Forest Ball, was a wonderful
celebration of a quarter century in the Canton. The day included
games and contests, including a hand kissing contest, pin the tail
on the griffin, and a chess tournament, as well as armored and
rapier combat. The evening feast included some of the most
notable dishes served at past Feasts of the Beast and was held in a
hall carefully decorated to simulate a stormy forest. The feast
concluded with a surprise 60t birthday roast for Baron Ed the Tall,
followed by music and dancing well into the night. Happy
Anniversary to the Canton, and many more!

The following week brought Dance Seminar to Jararvellir at the
Edgewood Deming Way campus. Dozens of dancers spent the day
learning new dances ranging from Middle Eastern to Italian to
English Country. Some of the traditional May Day activities were
celebrated at Dance Seminar as well. The May Pole Dance was
done immediately before court and the new May Queen, Masha,
was crowned to be our inspiration in this coming year. The
evening concluded with a lovely ball and dessert revel, including
multiple dance sets, a special performance from a local dance
troop, and a dance choreography contest. Thank you to Lady Thea
and all the other people who worked so hard to make this event a
success!

May will pass quickly, however, and Memorial Day Weekend will
soon be here, with all the joys of ARRG! Once again, fencers from
far and wide will converge upon Don Michael St. Christian’s lands,
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to spend a weekend fighting and reveling by the lake. Even if
you do not fence, please consider joining us for a most
enjoyable weekend.

And of course, WW will soon be here once again. Please make
sure you remember to volunteer some time to make this yet
another successful year! I know the autocrats are still looking
to fill some positions, and volunteers are always needed for
pre-event projects and volunteer shifts on site. WW is always a
most enjoyable event, but please remember that it is our
enjoyable event! I look forward to seeing you on site, on the
field, in classes, and in the volunteer ranks!

Yours in Fishy Service~

SiIThDi INGEN TALORGAID

MAY GENERAL MEETIiNG
MINHUTES

In attendance: Robert the Stout, Paul Wickenden of Thanet, Thea Frank,
Roisin, James, Kristin Leifsdottir, Stephen du Bois, Sol, Josceline Levesque,
Amy Dee, Fiona the Younger, Heinrich von Stuttgart, and Robert Laib.

Chronicler (Paul): I will not be here in June.

Thirtieth Anniversary Event (Josceline): I am interested in putting
together a 30th anniversary event next year (May 3, 2008) at the
Mandt Center, but have not been able to reach the current manager to
confirm that the site is available.

UW Reservations (Heinrich): I am stepping down from my office as I
will be out of the country by August. There has not been a lot of
interest in the vacancy, but I would like to have Amy take it. [We
will vote on Amy’s candidacy next month]
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LoCAL newis
JARARVELLIR ARTILLERY BRUNCH

Sunday, May 20 at 11am

Please join us for the first Archers' barbecue of the season, starting at
11:00 a.m. in Hoyt Park.We'll provide the hot coals and condiments,
bring a grillable item for yourself. We'll be ready to cook at 11:00. Feel
free to provide something else for people to munch on, though it's not
required. Please bring your own feastware since we don't provide
dishes.At noon we will retire to the Stock Pavilion for archery practice.
Loaner archery equipment is available. You are welcome to join us at
one or both locations.

Directions to Hoyt Park:

FROM THE EAST--take your best route to Regent St. Head west on
Regent, keep going past West High School and the cemeteries. Continue
on Regent, it will take you into Hoyt Park. TRISTAN PAY
ATTENTION HERE: Keep driving past the sign for the park and the
parking lot for the large park shelter ( on your right), continue down the
street as it meanders along. Eventually the houses on the left give way to
an expanse of lawn with picnic tables and stone fireplaces. On the right,
the woods with picnic tables and stone fireplaces drop away and a
scenic overlook with parking for several cars appears just before the
road starts to meander downbhill. Park there. Go across the street to the
table with the SCA people sitting at a table with a tablecloth.

FROM THE WEST--take your best route to Midvale Blvd. Turn onto
Hillcrest, located halfway between the Mineral Point and Regent
intersections. Go several blocks on Hillcrest and turn left onto Owen
Parkway (note that you will pass Owen Dr. along the way). The street
sign is hard to see, but if you reach Westmoreland you went 1 block too
far. Owen Parkway will take you up into Hoyt Park and turn into
Regent St. Look for the lawn with stone BBQ's on your right and the
scenic pullout on your left. You can park in the pullout, or continue
down the street to a lot on your left as you leave the park.

Questions? Contact Sol (233-5433 or fula_chris@yahoo.com)
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Greetings! The Fools of Jararvellir have gone missing! Where are they?
Gone Fishing! On June 2nd, the Jararvellir Fools” Guild will be hosting a
Fools” Moot (“Gone Fishing” being the theme) at the Atwood Community
Center, and would like to invite those gentles so foolishly inclined to par-
ticipate in the open mic event that will take place. The site opens at 5pm
and closes at 9pm.

And there’s yet another opportunity for creativity. This year the Guild is
planning an A&S competition with the theme being the importance of
Fools in period. So break out the thinking - er, Fool’s cap, and prepare an
entry!

Yours in foolishness,

LADY TAMAR OF GREYUFEATDRE
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For more information visit the individual group’s website (easily
accessed from http:/ /www.northshield.org/events/).

May 2007
25-28—ARRG VI, Jararvellir

(Montello WI)

June 2007

1-3—Quest for Summer Sun,
Windhaven (Casco WI)
8-10—Mermaids Retreat 2007:
Woodland Wars, Turm an dem
See (Valders WI)

12

22-24—Border Skirmish IV,
Caer Anterth Mawr (Lakemoor
IL)

uly 2007
21—River Revel II: Oenaech,

Stromfels (River Falls WI)
27-12—Pennsic War 36
(Slippery Rock PA)

Please continue to show support for student involvement in the
Barony.

Amy: Nothing.

Archer’s Brunch (Sol): This month’s brunch is on the 20th at Hoyt
Park.

Exchequer (Fiona): My two years are coming up in October and I do
not plan to renew my warrant. If someone is interested in the
position, they should contact me soon so we can begin planning the
transition.

The fund for the Stock Pavilion is doing very well (it should cover the
current bill and have extra left over). The Barony’s quarterly report is
complete and we made money again.

Chirurgeon (Fiona): I am looking for help at WW. Right now, I am
the only chirurgeon who has volunteered to work at WW.

Fool’s Moot (Robert): We are having a Fool’s Moot on June 2nd. It
will be at the Atwood Community Center from 5 to 9. The format
includes open mic. Everyone should come.

James: Hi.

It’s Only A Flesh Wound! Event (Kristin): Proposing a fighting event
on January 26th (to be called “It's Only a Flesh Wound!”). The site
will be the Jefferson Co Fairgrounds which features concrete floors, a
separate conference room, on-site catering (although people can bring
their own food). Proposed site fee would be $8. [Meeting approved
proposal]

Knights Marshall (Stephen): We had about 15 or 16 folks at regional
practice. There will be no practice next Sunday. I am still looking for
a deputy and eventual replacement.

Northshield Dance Seminar (Thea): Northshield Dance Seminar
went very well. About 88 people attended. This was a little better
attended than previous seminars (probably because we got the
publicity out earlier). The lunch paid for itself and the event made a
profit.



European Dance (Thea): Dance practice continues to happen,
although we won't be holding it on the two Sundays around Lilies.

Music and Choir Guilds (Heinrich): Both guilds continue to meet.
Both guilds had a good experience performing at the Dance Seminar.

Arts & Sciences (Roisin): A&S is doing well.

Heraldry (Reinholdt via Robert): Heraldry continues to happen. If
all goes as planned, I will assume the duties of Kingdom internal
submission herald (Compass) within a month or two.

Demos (Reinholdt via Robert): I need to find a successor to the
Baronial demo coordinator position. Contact me at
democoordinator@jararvellir.org for details. Recent and upcoming
demos include the Mt Horeb Girl Scouts on May 5th (Tristan did this
one!), Winnequah Middle School on May 17th -- more details soon

on the list, Lady Thea's demo (May 31 at Kromrey Middle School in
Middleton), and the Harry Potter book release party / Human chess
game on July 20th

Stock Pavilion (Reinholdt via Robert): UW still hasn't completely
posted the June or July schedules.

Baronial Supplies (Reinholdt via Robert): I did buy serving spoons
for the Baronial Stores. They were a great help for Silver Forest Ball.
As soon as they get marked as Jara property, they will be added to
the items stored in the storage locker. I spent $51.06.

Seneschal (Robert): Still no word on the webminister vacancy, and I
continue to look for a deputy.
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COGEWIO00 College
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May 19, 1536: Anne Boleyn, second wife of Henry VIII, is beheaded for adultery.
1568: Queen Elizabeth I of England has Mary Queen of Scots arrested.
May 20, 1293: King Sancho IV of Castile creates the Study of General Schools of Alcala.
1497: John Cabot sets sail from Bristol, England, on his ship The Mathew looking
for a route to the west (other documents give a 2 May date).
1498: Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama arrives at Kozhikode (previously
known as Calicut), India.
1521: Battle of Pampeluna.

May 21, 1358: Jacquerie Uprising begins. The Jacquerie was a peasant revolt, so named
from the habit of French nobles to refer to any peasant as "Jacque" or
"Jacques Bonhomme." A series of injustices (including the pillaging of the
countryside by unopposed English mercenaries) accumulated until the
peasants exploded in righteous anger. The outbreak that began near
Compiégne on this date spread rapidly through the countryside. Numerous
castles were destroyed and the inhabitants killed. The country peasants
joined forces with Parisian rebels, but all were defeated in June, whereupon
many were slaughtered.

May 22, 1455: First Battle of Saint Albans. The first battle of the Wars of the Roses, the
Battle of Saint Albans occurred when Richard, Duke of York became
convinced that the king's wife, Margaret of Anjou, was plotting his
destruction with Edmund Beaufort, the Duke of Somerset. The brief
skirmish, in which Richard Neville played a significant role, resulted in
Somerset's death and the capture of King Henry VI, but York's ascendancy
was short-lived, and Margaret regained control a year later.

May 23, 1430: Joan of Arc captured by the Burgundians.

1568: Netherlands declared independence from Spain.

1568: Dutch rebels led by Louis of Nassau, brother of William I of Orange, defeat
Jean de Ligne, Duke of Aremberg and his loyalist troops in the Battle of
Heiligerlee, opening the Eighty Years' War.

May 24, 1430: Joan of Arc is captured by the forces of the Duke of Burgundy.

1487: Imposter Lambert Simnel is crowned as "King Edward VI" at Dublin.

1595: The Nomenclator of Leiden University Library appears, the first printed
catalog of an institutional library.

May 25, 1659: Richard Cromwell resigns as Lord Protector of England following the
restoration of the Long Parliament, beginning a second brief period of the
republican government called the Commonwealth.

May 26, 1328: William of Ockham, Franciscan Minister-General Michael of Cesena, and
two other Franciscan leaders secretly leave Avignon, fearing a sentence of
death from Pope John XXII.

1538: Geneva expels John Calvin and his followers from the city. Calvin lives in
exile in Strasbourg for the next three years.

May 27, 1328: King Philip VI of France crowned.

May 28, 1588: The Spanish Armada, with 130 ships and 30,000 men, begins to set sail
from Lisbon heading for the English Channel.

May 29, 1167: Battle of Legano, in which The Lombard League defeats Emperor
Frederick L.

1414: Council of Constance.

May 30, 1431: In Rouen, France, 19-year-old Joan of Arc is burned at the stake.

1536: King Henry VIII of England marries Jane Seymour, a lady-in-waiting to his
first two wives.

1539: In Florida, Hernando de Soto lands at Tampa Bay with 600 soldiers with the
goal of finding gold.

Ooo0oo0ooo0Doooooo0odoooDoDooodoo0Do0oooooodooooaoao

11

e o o o o o o o B



e o o o o o o o B

0O0o0DO0Oo0oO0o0OO0oOoo0DooDoDo0DoDoDoDoo0oo0ooOoooooDoDooDoDooaodd

The ANDTI-CALENHOAR

(A listing of events that have already happened)
Compiled by Reinholdt von Trollenhagen

May 1, 1328: Wars of Scottish Independence end: Treaty of Edinburgh-Northampton —
England recognizes Scotland as an independent nation.

1576: Stephen Bathory crowned king of Poland. Stephen successfully defended
Poland's eastern Baltic regions against Russian invasion, and attempted to
form a great state from Poland, Muscovy, and Transylvania.

May 2, 1568: Mary I of Scotland escapes from Loch Leven Castle.

May 4, 1471: Battle of Tewkesbury. In England's Wars of the Roses, King Edward IV
defeats the forces of Margaret of Anjou, killing Edward, Prince of Wales,
consolidating his power and halting the wars until his premature death in
1483.

May 7, 1429: Joan of Arc leads a French attack on English bridgeheads on the south
side of the Loire River.

1274: In France, Second Council of Lyons opens to regulate election of the Pope.

May 8, 1450: Jack Cade's Rebellion: Kentishmen revolt against King Henry VI.

1541: Hernando de Soto reaches the Mississippi River and names it Rio de
Espiritu Santo.

May 10, 1503: Christopher Columbus visits the Cayman Islands and names them Las
Tortugas after the numerous sea turtles there.

1534: Jacques Cartier visits Newfoundland.

May 11, 1502: Christopher Columbus leaves for his fourth and final voyage to the West
Indies.

May 12, 1364: Jagiellonian University, the oldest university in Poland, was founded in
Krakéw, Poland.

1551: National University of San Marcos, the oldest university in the Americas,
was founded in Lima, Peru.

1588: French Wars of Religion: Henry III of France flees Paris after Henry of
Guise enters the city.

May 13, 1568: Battle of Langside: the forces of Mary Queen of Scots are defeated by a
confederacy of Scottish Protestants under James Stewart, Earl of Moray, her
half-brother.

May 14, 1264: Battle of Lewes: Henry III of England is captured in France making
Simon de Montfort the de facto ruler of England.

1483: Coronation of Charles VIII of France ("Charles 1'Affable").

May 15, 1252: Pope Innocent IV issues the papal bull ad extirpanda, which authorizes
the torture of heretics in the Medieval Inquisition. Torture quickly gains
widespread usage across Catholic Europe.

1514: Jodocus Badius Ascensius publishes Christiern Pedersen's Latin version of
Saxo’s Gesta Danorum (“Deeds of the Danes”), the oldest known version of
that work.

May 16, 1532: Sir Thomas More resigns as Lord Chancellor of England.

1568: Mary Queen of Scots flees to England.

May 17, 1521: Edward Stafford, 3rd Duke of Buckingham, is executed for treason.

1590: Anne of Denmark is crowned Queen of Scotland.

May 18, 1268: The Principality of Antioch, a crusader state, falls to Mamluk Sultan
Baibars in the Battle of Antioch; Baibars' destruction of the city of Antioch
was so great as to permanently negate the city's importance.
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VOLUDTEESR OPPORTUNITICS

Baronial Webminister — a warranted position that reports to the
Kingdom Webminister, the Baronial Webminister maintains and
supports the Baronial website, which can include the main site, as
well as creating occasional event pages for Baronial and Canton
activities and events. Please contact Robert the Stout if you are
interested in the position.

Thrown Weapons Marshal — the Thrown Weapons Marshal is
responsible for the safe set up and operation of the Barony’s thrown
weapon practices. The Marshal is also responsible for the Barony’s
thrown weapon equipment. You must either be a TW Marshal or MIT
(or willing to become one) to hold this position. If interested, please
contact John Bartholomew of Flanders (Jack) or Robert the Stout.

Deputy Knight Marshal — the Deputy Knight Marshal is
responsible for assisting the Knight Marshal in overseeing fighting in
the Barony. This includes running fight practices, and keeping
records of the fighters in the Barony. You need to be either a Marshal
or a Marshal in Training to hold this position. Contact Stephen Du
Bois if you are interested.

Deputy Seneschal — responsible for assisting the Seneschal in

administrating the Barony. Duties will vary, depending on what is
needed at the time. Candidates should be well organized and have
good communication skills. Contact Robert the Stout if interested.

Q11 T-ShirT oesigns

The deadline for designs for this year’s WW T-shirts is fast approaching!
We are still accepting submissions for the WW T-shirt design. WWXIV
has no theme this year, so we invite you to be creative! Submissions
should be in ,jpg or .pdf format, and emailed as attachments to
autocrats@warriorsandwarlords.org with the subject title “T-Shirt
Design.” Only completed art should be submitted. The deadline for
submission is May 15. Our first choice of design will be placed on the t-
shirts sold at WW. The second choice will become the cover art for the
site booklet.




OCAR TRYUSCTAD

Dear Trystan,
So, what exactly does a sheriff do?
-- Robin

Dear Robin,

Now that is a superb question Robin, you adorably nosy little
busy-body you. I further applaud you on the courageous use of
your real name (a first for this column) and will perhaps seek you
out later to discuss your question’s underlying air of impertinence,
but I digress.

The lofty and prestigious title of Sheriff is derived from the
combination of “Shire” and “Reeve,” a reeve being an officer and
overseer of the law who represents the crown. In the Northshield,
the now-closed Order of the Sheriff was once bestowed upon those
doughty fighters and fencers who excelled in more than one area
of the arts martial. Some might intimate that the also-closed Order
of the Constable both surpassed and eclipsed the Sheriffs in
precedence, but the truth of this matter may be cast into question
upon examination of the derivation of the latter title (“Con-*
meaning “against” or “counter to” and “-stable” meaning
“mentally and emotionally healthy”). However, the political
necessities behind establishing an order for the mentally unsound
are neither here nor there.

Currently, the Sheriffs of Northshield perform many invaluable
functions. For one, they serve as ambassadors between the
different branches of Northshield’s armed service. It’s sadly true
that sometimes the only way to keep the squabbling of the fencers,
archers and fighters to a dull roar is to employ a Sheriff who plays
all three games as the referee. Sheriffs are also useful in positions
of leadership and mentoring- a good Sheriff remains ever

©
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accessible to the general membership of the SCA. This is largely
because their lack of focus in one discipline virtually assures that
they will never achieve any ranks, awards or peerages that might
elevate them further. This circumstance is in no way resented by
the order’s membership, however, as the Sheriffs thrive on
service and a good mouth-guard minimizes the enamel damage
from incessant teeth-grinding.

While a good Sheriff is certainly a boon to their barony, the
service rendered by an evil Sheriff is unquestionably superior
(albeit underappreciated). Our most high profile work lies in
fighting and fencing demos for the public, wherein we play the
heavies. Not that this is a burden, mind you- most any third-
grader will madly cheer on Sheriff Sinister von Blacktunic over
Sir Maxmillian Mirror-plate any day of the week, trust me! But
our support for our kingdom doesn’t end there. An evil Sheriff
is ever mindful of his duty to ceaselessly harry, crush and
humiliate those beneath his station. Why, if it wasn’t for our
efforts our inexperienced combatants would be robbed of the
greater part of their incentive to train and better their skills.
Lacking an evil sheriff to heap abuse upon their shoulders how
would they achieve the focus necessary to improve their game?
This is why you should be thankful for your evil Sheriff. Itis
also why you shall receive a swirlie when next we meet.

In service and once again justifying my pension,

Thee MOosT RIYCKEO sherifr in ALL
OF NDORTDOshielD, TRYSTAD OER
FACDhDELTRAEGER

Tired of robbing from the rich and giving to the poor? Do you have a
question for Trystan? Let him know, write to Trystan c¢/o the Chronicler
(Paul Goldschmidt, 5625 Highland Way, Middleton WI 53562,
chronicler@jararvellir.org).




