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FEBRuary 2008  A.S. XLIi 

THE SKEIN 
Wherein are Wound  
the Jararvellir Jarns 



Baroness:  
Her Excellency Eithni ingen Talorgain (Jean Hetzel) 4934 
Goldfinch Dr, Madison WI 53714, 628-7782, 226-0846,  
baronesseithni@yahoo.com 

Archery Captain: Lady Jois Corbet (Deena Thompson) 226-0846, 
corvusjoyous@gmail.com 

Chatelaine: Lady Elizabeth Wren (Kristine Anderson) 333-6413, 
    ladywren@gmail.com 
Chirurgeon: Lady Fiona (Lyn Andreasen) 446-6438, 
   tskrangsangel@lycos.com 
Chronicler: Paul Wickenden of Thanet (Paul Goldschmidt) 827-6891 

goldschp@tds.net 
Demo Coordinator: Annora le Spindlere (Vicki Spindler) 835-2617, 

democoordinator@jararvellir.org 
Directory: Paul Wickenden of Thanet (Paul Goldschmidt) 827-6891 

goldschp@tds.net 
Exchequer: Lady Tatiana McGowan (Dawn Brueggemann) 989-493-

9019, exchequer@jararvellir.org 
Historian: H.E. Adrien de Troyes (Chris Olson) 249-6382, 

detroyes@hotmail.com 
Knight Marshal: Roisin igen Ailill (Rebecca Heidelberger) 244-4621, 

roisin106@aol.com 
Minister of Arts & Sciences: Ermina (Bettymae B. Doyle) 338-5897, 

bettymae.doyle@charter.net 
Pursuivant: Reinholdt von Trollenhagen (Mark Doyle) 338-5895, 

mark.doyle@qbeamericas.com 
Rapier Marshal: Cosimo de Cellini (Joe Ordaz) 274-0997, 

jordaz@netzero.com 
Seneschal: Ivan Matfeevich Rezansky (John Beebe) 298-0918, 

rezansky@sbcglobal.net 
UW Reservations: Amy of Jararvellir (Amy Dee) 715-864-9946, 

uwreservations@jararvellir.org 
Web Minister: James (James Krot) 989-493-1953, 

jamesjkrot@yahoo.com  

Baronial Mailing Address: PO Box 1002, Madison WI 53701-1002 
              Baronial Web Page: http://www.jararvellir.org 
              Baronial Email list:  jararvellir@minstrel.com 
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Baronial Officers 
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Canton of Coille Stoirmeil 
(Monroe & Juneau County, WI) 
http://www.coillestoirmeil.org 

 
Seneschal:  Kori Redjohan (Corriene Cameron) 
                400 High St Apt G, Norwalk WI  54648 
                cte71259@centurytel.net, (608) 823-7863 
 
Monthly Meeting: First or second Sunday of the month at the Nest in Tomah  

Legalese: This is The Skein, a publication of the Barony of 
Jararvellir in the Kingdom of Northshield of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, Inc. The Skein is available from Paul Goldschmidt, 5625 
Highland Way, Middleton WI 53562 .  It is not a corporate publication 
of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. and does not delineate 
SCA policies.  
 
The Skein is Copyright © 2008 Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA), 
Inc. - Barony of Jararvellir. Except where otherwise stated, all articles 
in this publication may be reprinted without special permission in 
newsletters and other publications of branches of the SCA, Inc., subject 
to the following conditions: A) The text must be printed in its entirety, 
without additions or changes. B) The author’s name and an original 
publication credit must be printed with the text. C) You must send a 
letter to the editor of this newsletter, stating the articles you have used 
and in what publication the material has been reprinted. 
 
Submissions & Subscriptions: Subscriptions for 2008 
are free, but there is a recommended donation of $1 per issue to cover 
postage and copying (Full year =$12). Submissions will be edited for 
grammar and spelling. Anything that is in poor taste or violates SCA 
publication guidelines or copyright law will not be published. The 
Skein is published monthly on the first Wednesday after General 
Meeting. The submission deadline for each issue is the Friday before 
the General Meeting of the publishing month. Submissions are 
accepted in any (legible!) format and via e-mail. Please also include 
any publication restrictions beyond those of this newsletter.                                   

Art Credits: The cover art (“Medieval Life”) and inside art 
(“Mediveal Women”) are from an unknown antique book and 
reproduced at the Karen’s Whimsy website (http://karenswhimsy.
com). 
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Baronial Meetings, Guilds, 
and Contacts 

 Please call the contact person to verify when & where an activity is held!  
 
Archery Practice Sun 12-2PM, Wed. 6:30-9PM.  UW Stock Pavilion  
         Contact: Lady Jois (Deena) 226-0846 
Armoured Combat Wed. 7-10PM, Sunday 2-4PM. UW Stock Pavilion  
     Contact: Roisin igen Ailill (Rebecca Heidelberger) 244-4621, roisin106@aol.com 
Armormaking Tuesdays 7PM.  3314 Ridgeway Avenue 
         Contact: Master Giles (Ed Gilbert) 244-2845, horsebows@mail.madtown.net 
Bardic Night:  Fourth Sunday, 6–8PM, Escape Java Joint, 916 Williamson St 
       Contact Ingrid the Crafty (Ingrid Stark) 249-8795, ingridthecrafty@yahoo.com; or 

Reinholdt von Trollenhagen (Mark Doyle) 338-5895, mark.doyle@qbeamericas.com 
Brewing & Vintning Third Monday.  Various locations (call for info)  
         Contact: Robert the Stout (Robert Trefz)  441-6150, rtrefz@tds.net 
Calligraphy & Illumination  Tuesdays 7PM.  Call for location 
         Contact: Lady Eile (Alicia Cronk) 250-4595, leleth.faery@yahoo.com 
Clothier’s Guild  Alternate Mondays, 7PM.  Contact for location and dates. 
         Contact: Iohanna (A. Rebekah Turner) 957-9072, arebekah@gmail.com 
Cordial Guild First Tuesday 7:30PM Contact for location 
         Contact: Lady Cianna Kharleen (Carrie Wilkey) 846-8008, cianna@teadame.com 
Equestrian (not currently active but information available) 
         Contact:  Alissende de Montfaucon (Tammy Thompson) 212-5433,  
         alissende@centurytel.net 
European Dance Sundays 3PM. UW Campus—check TITU for room.  
         Contact: Lady Thea 
Fletching Fridays 6:30PM (call ahead) 5418 Imagine 
         Contact: Lord Toussaint de Caluwe (Tyson Patterson) 838-4092 
Fool’s Guild  Alternate Wednesday 6:30PMish, UW Stock Pavilion. 
         Contact: Lady Aliénor Hathaway (Mariessa Dobrick) 658-8941, reesa83@aol.com  
General Business Meeting Usually 1st Sunday, 7PM, Edgewood College, 
         Predolin Hall — call to verify meeting date and location. 
         Contact: Ivan Matfeevich Rezansky (John Beebe)  298-0918, rezansky@sbcglobal.net 
Instrumental Music Mondays 7PM-Beginners, 8PM-Advanced.   
         UW Campus—Check TITU  
         Contact: Lord Nikolaus der Ausländer (Clint Hotaling) 846-0859,

n_auslander@hotmail.com 
Middle Eastern Dance and Drumming  Wednesday 8:15pm, UW Stock Pavilion.   
         Contact: Lady Kenya (Heather Cushing) 298-0103, evilkenya@tds.net 
Needlearts Tuesdays 7:30. Call for location              
         Contact: Ivan (John Beebe) 298-0918 
Pottery Guild  First or second Monday (alternating with Clothier’s), Fired Up Pottery. 

Contact: Annora (Wendy Nelson) 438-6530, wendybyrd42@yahoo.com 
Rapier Practice  Wednesday 6:30-9PM, UW Stock Pavilion 
          Contact: Cosimo de Cellini (Joe Ordaz) 274-0997, jordaz@netzero.com 
Social Practice Wednesday 9PMish.  Call to verify location 
         Contact: HE Eithni (Jean Hetzel) 628-7782 
Thrown Weapons Sundays Noon, Second Wednesdays 7PM, UW Stock Pavilion. 
         Contact:  Vacant 
Vocal Music Thursdays 7 PM UW Campus—Check TITU  
         Contact: Lady Aliénor Hathaway (Mariessa Dobrick) 658-8941, reesa83@aol.com  
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Unto the populace of Jararvellir does Baroness Eithni ingen Talorgain 
send greetings! 
 
February is an odd month for Jararvellir – because January’s meeting was 
late in the month and February is a short month, we opted not to have a 
February General Meeting. Therefore, there will be no meeting minutes in 
this month’s Skein. There is, however, the annual Exchequer report and 
some tidbits of Baronial history that I would encourage you to read.  
 
January was a very busy month in Jara! Early in the month we had the 
Yule Moot which was, as usual, a lovely day of quiet fun. We tried out a 
new site this year and it seemed to work reasonably well. As well as the 
usual activities of games and food, the attendees also had a lot of fun 
digging through piles of donated goods and ancient lost and found items 
that were spread out for folks to peruse and adopt. Court was a short and 
informal affair, with Alistair’s Lamps for Toussaint and Lady Ermina and 
a Zephyrus for Masha. I also sent a token of appreciation to Mistress 
Frederunde for her work on a new Zodiac banner to replace one that had 
wandered off sometime in the past few years. Feast followed soon 
afterward - food being an important part of any celebration, there had 
been snacks available all day long and yet there was still an amazing and 
delicious spread for the evening feast. Thanks to Lord Toussaint and his 
crew for hosting such a lovely midwinter feast. And thank you to all of 
you who joined us to celebrate the season with our Baronial family! 
 
Late in the month Jara also hosted a fighter-oriented specialty event - It’s 
Only a Flesh Wound. It was an entire day devoted to the art of armoured 
combat, and while the focus was on the practice of combat, it also 
included the opportunity to showcase the arts and sciences that support 
or encourage combat. There were so many tournaments offered over the 
course of the day that even the most enthusiastic fighters were tired out 
by court time. Congratulations to all the winners of the tourneys and 
competitions and great thanks to the autocrat, Kristin Applegate, and the 
Marshal in Charge, Stephen du Bois, for bringing us this wonderful 
event!  
 
The upcoming months will be busy, with Fighters’ School, That Moot 
Thingy, Hare Affair, and Coronation, among other events, in the next 

Epistle from the Baroness 
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three months. I hope to see you out and about the Kingdom and in 
our lovely Canton. 
 
Looking a bit farther ahead - the reason for including the historical 
tidbits in the Skein is in honor of the fact that this is an important year 
for the Barony – we will be celebrating the Barony’s 35th Anniversary 
this May. Dame Josceline will be autocratting our birthday event, to 
be held at the Mandt Center in Stoughton. The day will include a 
selection of classes in the arts, sciences, and martial arts, so join me in 
celebrating the Barony’s history by learning something new! In 
particular, there will be one track of classes specifically for beginners 
and I would encourage each of you to try something outside of your 
usual fields of interest. Watch for more details on the Jara list and on 
the webpage as more information becomes available! 
 
Yours in Service, 
 

Eithni 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Stock Pavilion Coordinator — the job is not particularly  
difficult. It mainly entails checking the UW website periodically and 
sending an email with schedule details. In January, it also involves 
collecting waivers and sending them to the UW SP coordinator, and 
as necessary throughout the year.  If anyone is interested in this 
position, please let Reinholdt and the Seneschal know. 

There was no general meeting 
in February 

 
Next general Meeting 

will be on March 2,  
at 7pm, Edgewood College 

Stock Pavilion Schedule 
 
The updated schedules for the spring have been posted. We have the  
Stock Pavilion for all of our accustomed times in February, March &  
April EXCEPT FOR Wednesday, Feb 13th (a change from the last 
email).  Additionally, we are not on the posted schedule for 
Wednesday, April 2nd, but it appears that we were mistakenly 
omitted from the schedule that day.  As always, the full schedule 
(and the new waiver) can be found at:  
 
              http://www.ansci.wisc.edu/Facilities/stockp.htm  
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Jararvellir Artillery Brunch 
Sunday, February 17 at 10:30am 

 
Please join us for the anti-Valentine’s Archers’ Brunch on Sunday, 
February 17, at 10:30 a.m.  Our kind hostess is Ælf at  3156 Ridgeway 
Ave. #112 (directions below). Please bring a dish to share.  Archery will 
begin approximately at noon at the UW Stock Pavilion. As always, we 
have loaner gear available for both archery and thrown weapons. 
 
Directions to the Brunch (3156 Ridgeway Ave. #112): 
Take your best route to East Washington. 
 
From the west, turn left at Capitol Auto Credit onto Melvin Ct. 
(first street after Hwy 30/Aberg Ave.). 
From the east, turn right at Capitol Auto Credit onto Melvin Ct. 
(street just before Hwy 30/Aberg Ave.). 
 
Turn left at the first intersection onto Ridgeway. Continue to end of street 
and turn right into driveway, bear left and continue to the end of the lot. 
You will be facing Ælf’s building.  Look for #112. 
 
Questions? Contact Sol (sol1040@gmail.com) 

Local News 



May 2008 
9-11—Northshield Crown 
Tournament, Caer Anterth Mawr 
(Wautoma WI) 
30-1—Mermaids Retreat, Turm an 
dem See (Valders WI) 
 
July 2008 
10-13—Warriors and Warlords, 
Jararvellir/Nordskogen (??) 
19—River Revel III, Stromfels 
(River Falls WI) 
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Out and About 
For more information visit the individual group’s website (accessed from 
http://www.northshield.org/Events/List.aspx). 

Events 

February 2008 
23—Fighter’s School, 
Windhaven (Kimberly WI) 
 
March 2008 
1—Northshield Officer’s Day, 
Rockhaven (St. Cloud MN) 
21-23—That Moot Thingy VII 
& Rumble in the Forest II, 
Coille Stoirmeil (Tomah WI) 
29—Haire Affaireski, Falcon’s 
Keep (Wausau WI) 
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A & S Happenings at  
It’s Only a flesh wound 
 
 
I want to thank those who brought their Arts and Craftsmanship to It's 
Only a Flesh Wound. Kristyan Applegate brought an embroidered fa-
vor and Lady Alienor brought a woven favor as would be given to a 
warrior. Sir Giles brought a buckler, which he carried in battle. Lady 
Ailleanne ingen Faelin brought an illumination featuring a warrior. 
Lord Reinholdt von Trollenhagen brought a shirt and coif constructed 
in chain mail. Because these could be seen by people any time during 
the competition and voted on by everyone there, I felt it would be 
more fair to have that competition be separated from the performance 
competition, which was held in the entry room while the fighting con-
tinued in the main room. 
 
The performance competition consisted of Lady Alienor delivering her 
own bardic poem, the Jararvellir Music Guild performing 2 pieces of 
period dance music, Her Excellency Shava bas Riva singing a song she 
wrote, and Lady Fiona also singing a song she wrote. 
 
Winner of the populace voting for the A&S display was the illumina-
tion brought by Lady Ailleanne, which also received Her Excellency 
Eithni’s award. His Highness Lars's award went for the chain mail by 
Lord Reinholdt. Her Highness Mary gave her award in recognition of 
the song presented by Fiona. The populace voting for A&S perform-
ances was also awarded to Fiona. 
 
Thank you, each and every contestant, for participating in this compe-
tition. I have heard suggestions as to how to make it work better next 
time, and I intend to be a better manager next time. One thing I don’t 
plan to change is the separation of performance competition from the 
display competition. That worked very well, as I heard from several 
people. 
 
 
Ermina 
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35 years of fishiness: 
Origins of the Skein 
by Paul Wickenden of Thanet 
 
Twenty five years ago, back in the Winter of AS XVII, when we had to 
walk to events (uphill both ways!)…err, well, maybe not, but it was a 
different age!  The rather new-ish Principality of Calontir was making 
rumblings about wanting to become a full-fledged kingdom (although 
old timers sagely opined that there would never be more than nine 
kingdoms in the Known World).  Here in the region of Northshield, 
any thought of becoming a Principality was far off. 
 
In that year, the Barony of Jararvellir was just over ten years old, 
having celebrated its Decennial at Olin Park the previous Mayday.  In 
those days, event announcements and local news were disseminated 
in a regional newsletter (the Northwatch) which contained the 
happenings of any group in the region that wished to contribute.  Not 
every group did so, but Nordskogen and Jararvellir usually filled a 
page with officer listings, local event announcements, and news.  
Nordskogen called their page the “Nordskogen Snowdrifts” while 
Jararvellir had the “Jararvellir Jarns.” 
 
The idea of having a Jararvellir newsletter in its own right was hardly 
a new idea, but it was not common back in those days.  Contributing 
to a regional newsletter was a bit more communal than having a 
dedicated newsletter for locals only.  Nordskogen also experimented 
with the idea of having its own newsletter, but both groups continued 
to support the region.  Even after the Skein took off, local Jara news 
continued to appear in the Northwatch. 
 
The first issue appeared in March AS XVII (1983) with the following 
notice: 
 
Emperors and Kings, Dukes, and Marquises, Counts, Knights, and townsfolk, and all 
people who wish to know the various occurances [sic] within this Barony of 
Jararvellir, the rendered accountings of those who serve in high office, the 
undertakings of the several guilds, and the freely expounded opinion of the gentles who 
dwell hither, take this letter and have it read to you.  Here you will find all the great 
wonders and curiosities of the Viking city on the Jahara, and its environs, and of no 
other territories (well, perhaps occaisonally [sic], in passing).  Our letter will relate 
them plainly in due order, as accounted by those who have seen them with their own 
eyes (or wrought them with their own hands), people of credit and veracity.  We will 
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35th Anniversary  
and educational Collegium 

Saturday, May 3, 2008 
 

In honor of the Barony's long tradition of hosting quality educational 
specialty events (including Musicians' Day, Northshield Dance 
Seminar, Bardic Madness, To Play With Fire, War College, and 
Medieval Religions Symposium), there will be an educational 
collegium at the event. There will also be tournaments for armored 
and rapier combatants (format and schedules to be determined by 
Count Raito and Lord Cosimo, respectively), a dance ball in the 
afternoon, a delicious feast in the evening, and plenty of fun and 
fellowship. 
 
Site: Mandt Community Ctr., 400 Mandt Pkwy., Stoughton, WI 53589 
The site is handicapped accessible, discreetly wet and non-smoking 
indoors. 
 
Fees:                                   In Advance                      At the Door 
Site Fee ($1 of adult site fee will go to the Kingdom): 
Adults                                $5                                      $7  
               Plus $3 NMS for adults 
Children 6-12                   $3                                      $4 
Children <6                      Free                                   Free 
Lunch                                 $5                                      $5 
Feast Fee:                          $12                                    $14 
Merchant Fee                   $20                                    Not available 
 
Pre-registrations must be postmarked before April 4, 2008. Make 
checks payable to: SCA, Inc - Barony of Jararvellir. Mail reservations 
to: P.O. Box 1002, Madison WI 53701 
 
Event Steward: Dame Josceline Levesque (Linda Olson), 1921 Melrose 
Street, Madison, WI 53704; (608) 852-4463; josceline@hotmail.com.  
 
Feast Steward: Lord Conner Spillane (Charles Schwoch II), 2662 Union 
Street, Madison, WI 53704; (608) 244-0021; piratechuck@charter.net. 
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Dedicated Funds 
 
The dedicated funds sheet shows how much money is set 
aside for each guild.  It shows both for what the fund is 
intended and how much money is in each fund.  

7 
Original Skein logo, from the March AS XVII issue 

set down things seen as seen, things heard as heard, opinion as opinion (and signed) so 
that our letter may be accurate and free from any fabrication.  And all who read the 
letter or hear it may do so with confidence because it contains nothing but the truth.  I 
would have you know that this letter is, and shall be, called THE SKEIN Wherein Are 
Wound Jararvellir Jarns, being the official publication of happenings of and in the 
Barony of Jararvellir. 
 
THE SKEIN shall be assembled, published and posted by the Chronicler of this 
Barony, monthly.  During its first six months it shall be subscribed entirely by his 
Worship, the Vicar [Peregen – ed.] (from his privy purse) and House Athelas as 
service to the Barony and shall be sent, at no charge, one copy to each ADDRESS in 
the most recent Baronial Directory.  Beginning with the third issue, by which time 
costs should have been ascertained, solicitation of individual subscriptions will be 
forthcoming to make THE SKEIN self-supporting.  It is proves not to be of sufficient 
value to the local populace by the end of the six-month introductory period, it will be 
allowed to lapse (with refund of collected monies, of course). 
 
During the next year, not all went according to plan.  The initial 
11x17” format proved too cumbersome to assemble (keep in mind that, 
in the pre-word processor age, everything had to be re-typed) and it 
was quickly replaced with a 8.5 x 11” format which allowed officers to 
contribute entire pages that they typed (or wrote in long-hand) and 
were simply inserted into the newsletter.  The first editor (Renard des 
Terres Hautes) was quickly succeeded by Madeleine du Pres de la 
Fontaine (she was living on Fontaine Circle in those days).  And the 
original plan to make the Skein completely self-supporting within six 
months was scaled back.  It was not until March AS XVIII (1984) that 
subscriptions became formally required ($6 for mailed issues, $1.50 for 
pick-up at the Stock Pavilion).  However, even then, Madeleine 
expressed concern that the Skein might have to cease publication from 
lack of interest. 
 
[Credits:  My thanks to Mistress Josceline Levesque for lending me copies of 
the Northwatch from this era and helping me connect the dots.  I was not a 
witness to these events, but was serving as Chronicler in the East in those 
days, so remember not-so-fondly the days of cut-and-paste local newsletters.  
My apologies to those who were here if I got my facts wrong.] 
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DOOmsday Report 
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