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THE SKEIN 
Wherein are Wound  
the Jararvellir Jarns 



Baroness:  
Her Excellency Eithni ingen Talorgain (Jean Hetzel) 4934 
Goldfinch Dr, Madison WI 53714, 628-7782, 226-0846,  
baronesseithni@yahoo.com 

Archery Captain: Lady Jois Corbet (Deena Thompson) 226-0846, 
corvusjoyous@gmail.com 

Chatelaine: Lady Elizabeth Wren (Kristine Anderson) 333-6413, 
    ladywren@gmail.com 
Chirurgeon: Lady Fiona (Lyn Andreasen) 446-6438, 
   tskrangsangel@lycos.com 
Chronicler: Paul Wickenden of Thanet (Paul Goldschmidt) 827-6891 

goldschp@tds.net 
Demo Coordinator: Annora le Spindlere (Vicki Spindler) 835-2617, 

democoordinator@jararvellir.org 
Directory: Paul Wickenden of Thanet (Paul Goldschmidt) 827-6891 

goldschp@tds.net 
Exchequer: Lady Tatiana McGowan (Dawn Brueggemann) 989-493-

9019, exchequer@jararvellir.org 
Historian: H.E. Adrien de Troyes (Chris Olson) 249-6382, 

detroyes@hotmail.com 
Knight Marshal: Roisin igen Ailill (Rebecca Heidelberger) 244-4621, 

roisin106@aol.com 
Minister of Arts & Sciences: Ermina (Bettymae B. Doyle) 338-5897, 

bettymae.doyle@charter.net 
Pursuivant: Reinholdt von Trollenhagen (Mark Doyle) 338-5895, 

mark.doyle@qbeamericas.com 
Rapier Marshal: Cosimo de Cellini (Joe Ordaz) 274-0997, 

jordaz@netzero.com 
Seneschal: Ivan Matfeevich Rezansky (John Beebe) 298-0918, 

rezansky@sbcglobal.net 
UW Reservations: Amy of Jararvellir (Amy Dee) 715 271 3284, 

uwreservations@jararvellir.org 
Web Minister: James (James Krot) 989-493-1953, 

jamesjkrot@yahoo.com  

Baronial Mailing Address: PO Box 1002, Madison WI 53701-1002 
              Baronial Web Page: http://www.jararvellir.org 
              Baronial Email list:  jararvellir@minstrel.com 
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Baronial Officers 
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Canton of Coille Stoirmeil 
(Monroe & Juneau County, WI) 

http://www.coillestoirmeilonline.org 
 
Seneschal:  Kori Redjohan (Corriene Cameron) 
                400 High St Apt G, Norwalk WI  54648 
                cte71259@centurytel.net, (608) 823-7863 
 
Monthly Meeting: First or second Sunday of the month at the Nest in Tomah  

Legalese: This is The Skein, a publication of the Barony of 
Jararvellir in the Kingdom of Northshield of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, Inc. The Skein is available from Paul Goldschmidt, 5625 
Highland Way, Middleton WI 53562 .  It is not a corporate publication 
of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. and does not delineate 
SCA policies.  
 
The Skein is Copyright © 2008 Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA), 
Inc. - Barony of Jararvellir. Except where otherwise stated, all articles 
in this publication may be reprinted without special permission in 
newsletters and other publications of branches of the SCA, Inc., subject 
to the following conditions: A) The text must be printed in its entirety, 
without additions or changes. B) The author’s name and an original 
publication credit must be printed with the text. C) You must send a 
letter to the editor of this newsletter, stating the articles you have used 
and in what publication the material has been reprinted. 
 
Submissions & Subscriptions: Subscriptions for 2008 
are free, but there is a recommended donation of $1 per issue to cover 
postage and copying (Full year =$12). Submissions will be edited for 
grammar and spelling. Anything that is in poor taste or violates SCA 
publication guidelines or copyright law will not be published. The 
Skein is published monthly on the first Wednesday after General 
Meeting. The submission deadline for each issue is the Friday before 
the General Meeting of the publishing month. Submissions are 
accepted in any (legible!) format and via e-mail. Please also include 
any publication restrictions beyond those of this newsletter.                                   

Art Credits:  The cover art is from a design on a Viking rune 
stone (St. Paul’s Churchyard, London) and reproduced in A. G. Smith, 
Viking Designs (Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 1999). 
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Baronial Meetings, Guilds, 
and Contacts 

 Please call the contact person to verify when & where an activity is held!  
 
Archery Practice Sun 12-2PM, Wed. 6:30-9PM.  UW Stock Pavilion  
         Contact: Lady Jois (Deena) 226-0846 
Armoured Combat Wed. 7-10PM, Sunday 2-4PM. UW Stock Pavilion  
     Contact: Roisin igen Ailill (Rebecca Heidelberger) 244-4621, roisin106@aol.com 
Armormaking Tuesdays 7PM.  3314 Ridgeway Avenue 
         Contact: Master Giles (Ed Gilbert) 244-2845, horsebows@mail.madtown.net 
Bardic Arts (not currently active) 
         Contact:  Vacant 
Brewing & Vintning Third Monday.  Various locations (call for info)  
         Contact: Robert the Stout (Robert Trefz)  441-6150, rtrefz@tds.net 
Calligraphy & Illumination  Tuesdays 7PM.  Call for location 
         Contact: Lady Eile (Alicia Cronk) 250-4595, leleth.faery@yahoo.com 
Clothier’s Guild  Alternate Mondays, 7PM.  Contact for location and dates. 
         Contact: Iohanna (A. Rebekah Turner) 957-9072, arebekah@gmail.com 
Cordial Guild First Tuesday 7:30PM Contact for location 
         Contact: Lady Cianna Kharleen (Carrie Wilkey) 846-8008, cianna@teadame.com 
Equestrian (not currently active but information available) 
         Contact:  Alissende de Montfaucon (Tammy Thompson) 212-5433,  
         alissende@centurytel.net 
European Dance Sundays 3PM. UW Campus—check TITU for room.  
         Contact: Lady Thea 
Fletching Fridays 6:30PM (call ahead) 5418 Imagine 
         Contact: Lord Toussaint de Caluwe (Tyson Patterson) 838-4092 
Fool’s Guild  Alternate Wednesday 6:30PMish, UW Stock Pavilion. 
         Contact: Lady Aliénor Hathaway (Mariessa Dobrick) 658-8941, reesa83@aol.com  
General Business Meeting Usually 1st Sunday, 7PM, Edgewood College, 
         Predolin Hall — call to verify meeting date and location. 
         Contact: Ivan Matfeevich Rezansky (John Beebe)  298-0918, rezansky@sbcglobal.net 
Instrumental Music Mondays 7PM-Beginners, 8PM-Advanced.   
         UW Campus—Check TITU  
         Contact: Lord Nikolaus der Ausländer (Clint Hotaling) 846-0859,

n_auslander@hotmail.com 
Middle Eastern Dance and Drumming  Wednesday 8:15pm, UW Stock Pavilion.   
         Contact: Lady Kenya (Heather Cushing) 298-0103, evilkenya@tds.net 
Needlearts Tuesdays 7:30. Call for location              
         Contact: Lady Helena Caxton (Sara Andrews) 414-507-5872, lostvirtue76@yahoo.com 
Pottery Guild  First or second Monday (alternating with Clothier’s), Fired Up Pottery. 

Contact: Annora (Wendy Nelson) 438-6530, wendybyrd42@yahoo.com 
Rapier Practice  Wednesday 6:30-9PM, UW Stock Pavilion 
          Contact: Cosimo de Cellini (Joe Ordaz) 274-0997, jordaz@netzero.com 
Social Practice Wednesday 9PMish.  Call to verify location 
         Contact: HE Eithni (Jean Hetzel) 628-7782 
Thrown Weapons Sundays Noon, Second Wednesdays 7PM, UW Stock Pavilion. 
         Contact:  Vacant 
Vocal Music Thursdays 7 PM UW Campus—Check TITU  
         Contact: Lady Aliénor Hathaway (Mariessa Dobrick) 658-8941, reesa83@aol.com  
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Unto the populace of Jararvellir does Baroness Eithni ingen Talorgain send 
greetings! 
 
Happy Birthday to the Barony! Perhaps a bit belated, but last month’s letter 
was devoted to the history of the Barony thus far but I still felt a need to get 
the greeting in during a proper letter to the Populace.  
 
To celebrate the 35th Anniversary of the Barony’s founding, we held a 
Baronial May Day and Educational Symposium at the Mandt Center in 
Stoughton. Most of the day was devoted to classes, including lectures by Bob 
Charron (known to some of you as Duke Conn) and my special One 
Kingdom track of beginners’ classes geared toward people interested in 
trying something different. With a full class schedule, the educational 
objective of the event was more than met and I think the dissemination of 
knowledge was a great tribute to the Barony. Other activities of the day 
included a display of the Barony’s historical artifacts, an arts and sciences 
display to showcase the current activities of the Barony, and tournaments on 
the heavy and light fields. From the participants in the tourneys and the A&S 
display I chose the new Baronial Champions. Congratulations to Sarra 
Romney (A&S), Hroswitha (Rapier), and Robert the Stout (Armored Combat) 
Jararvellir’s new Baronial Champions! As is the custom, we also danced the 
May Pole to celebrate the coming of spring and Sile, a lady who first found 
the SCA in Wulfhomm and has recently moved back to the Barony, was 
named as the new May Queen. As a special treat ALL of Northshield’s 
Landed Baronage were in attendance at the event to wish the Barony well.  
Thank you to Dame Josceline and all her dedicated crew for putting together 
such a splendid birthday party to celebrate this milestone year.  
 
The following weekend, Crown Tourney was held in Caer Anterth Mawr. 
While Count Hrodir did me the honor of bearing my favor all the way into 
the finals of the tourney, it was Jararvellir’s own Count Raito who won the 
day for the lovely Countess Æsa. Once again, we have royals in Jararvellir! If 
you are able to offer your time or talents in some way and have not already 
done so, please contact Their Highness’ Chamberlain, Mistress Cassandra 
Antonelli to see how you may support their reign. Congratulations to Their 
Highnesses, Raito and Æsa! 
 
Late in May, Jararvellir held another event, ARRG! – Roll the Bones, an event 
entirely focused on Rapier activities. Once again, the event was held on the 
lands of Don Michael St. Christian at the lovely White Lake Resort. Fighters 
and spectators alike had a splendid time with a full weekend of fencing 
goodness. Thanks to Robert Talbot, our autocrat for the event, and Lady 
Teffan from Nordskogen who served as the event’s MIC. 

Epistle from the Baroness 



In attendance: Cwen, Eithni, Josceline, Marion, Nikolaus, Reinholdt, 
Ermina, Kristyan, James, Iohanna, Æsa, and Tatiana. 
 
Call to order at 7:05.  
 
Music Guild (Nikolaus): A new person showed up at music guild.  
They’re hoping to see her again. The music guild is gearing up for 
WW. 
 
Marion:  Says hello. 
 
Recent Events (Eithni):  May Day and ARRG went well.  ARRG had 
55 paid adult site fees.  After $20 expenses, the income for the even t 
was $254.97, less %55 to the kingdom gave gross income of $199.97.  
Splendid!  Successful! 
 
WW (Eithni):  WW is less than 6 weeks out.  Volunteer as 
appropriate.  Get your friends to volunteer with you.  The range of 
times is shorter for volunteering, so you shouldn’t get bored. 
 
 

June General Meeting 
Minutes  
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Summer has barely started and yet we are already looking ahead with great 
anticipation toward Warriors and Warlords, to be held in Boscobel, WI, July 
10-13, 2008. See the webpage for more information: http://www.
warriorsandwarlords.org/ Please remember that this is a Jararvellir event – 
Volunteer early and often! I look forward to seeing all of you there as we 
enjoy this beautiful new site! 
 
Yours in Fishy Service, 
 

Eithni 

POTTERY GUILD MEETING  
 
WHEN: Monday June 16th from 6:00-9:00pm  (In July, we will be meeting on 
7/14) 
WHERE: 425 B W. Cottage Grove Rd., Cottage Grove (608) 839-5000  
HOW MUCH: There is no dry studio fee. Ceramic bisque ware is a flat fee in 
the dry studio. In the wet studio, for hand building or throwing, the studio fee 
is $6.00 and the clay is $6.00/lb used. 
If you have any questions, contact Annora at (605) 438-6530. 
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Local News 

Jararvellir Artillery Brunch 
Sunday, June 22 at 11am 

 
Please join us Sunday, June 22 at 11:00 a.m. at lovely Hoyt Park.  We'll provide 
the hot coals and condiments, bring a grillable item for yourself.  Feel free to 
provide something else for people to munch on, though it’s not required. Please 
bring your own feastware. After the BBQ, we will retire to the Stock Pavilion at 
noon to shoot.  You are welcome to join us at one or both locations. Loaner 
equipment is available. 
 
Directions to Hoyt Park: 
FROM THE EAST--take your best route to Regent St. Head west on Regent, keep 
going past West High School and the cemeteries. Continue on Regent, it will take 
you into Hoyt Park. Keep driving past the sign for the park and the parking lot 
for the large park shelter ( on your right), continue down the street as it meanders 
along. Eventually the houses on the left give way to an expanse of lawn with 
picnic tables and stone fireplaces. On the right, the woods with picnic tables and 
stone fireplaces drop away and a scenic overlook with parking for several cars 
appears just before the road starts to meander downhill. Park there. Go across the 
street to the table with the SCA people sitting at a table with a tablecloth. 
FROM THE WEST--take your best route to Midvale Blvd. Turn onto Hillcrest, 
located halfway between the Mineral Point and Regent intersections. Go several 
blocks on Hillcrest and turn left onto Owen Parkway (note that you will pass 
Owen Dr. along the way). The street sign is hard to see, but if you reach 
Westmoreland you went 1 block too far. Owen Parkway will take you up into 
Hoyt Park and turn into Regent St. Look for the lawn with stone BBQ's on your 
right and the scenic pullout on your left. You can park in the pullout, or continue 
down the street to a lot on your left as you leave the park. 
 
Questions? Contact Sol (sol1040@gmail.com) 
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Out and About 
For more information visit the individual group’s website (accessed from 
http://www.northshield.org/Events/List.aspx). 

Events 

August 2008 
1-3—Poor Man’s Pennsic, Falcon’s 
Keep (Arpin WI) 
22-23—Griffin’s Needle 
Challenge, Jararvellir (Jefferson 
WI) 
23—Central Area Regional 
Fighter Practice and Moot, Inner 
Sea (Superior WI) 
29-31—Autumn Rose, Rokeclif 
(Galesville WI) 

June 2008 
13-15—Border Skirmish, Caer 
Anterth Mawr (Menomonee 
Falls WI) 
14-15—Beltaine: Scottish 
“Bring Out Your Plaid!,” 
Darkstone (Ashland WI) 
 
July 2008 
19—River Revel III, Stromfels 
(River Falls WI) 

Greetings! 
 
WW is less than 2 months away! We have a beautiful new site with all the great 
activities WW is known for - fighting, classes, singing, fighting, socializing, 
shopping, and even more fighting! The event website has been updated with new 
information about the site, including a site map and FAQ. Also, the armored 
combat, rapier and archery schedules have been posted! Take a look at http://
www.warriorsandwarlords.org for all things WW-related, and keep checking 
back for updates. 
 
For those who know things and want to share them by teaching a class,  we still 
have plenty of openings for classes. Contact Baroness Khadijah if you are 
interested. Her contact info is posted on the WW webpage. 
 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
In service,  
 

The Autocrats and Staff of 
Warriors and Warlords 
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Gryphon’s Needle (Eithni):  Gryphon’s Needle has 6 teams and there 
are rumblings of other teams arranging themselves for the 
competition. 
 
Mill Bluff Demo (Eithni):  The demo at Mill Bluff is this Sunday 
from 10 am to 4 pm.  Jois will be bringing the archery equipment, so 
there will be some archery, and some heavy weapons, but we’re not 
certain about rapier.  There will be modern folks roaming looking at 
merchandise in tents and watching the various demonstrations. 
 
Leukemia Lymphoma Society Donations (Eithni):  Eithni has a 
request for donations for the Leukemia Lymphoma Society looking to 
pool contributions to achieve the status of gold sponsor for the SCA.  
Nordskogen has given $50.  [After some discussion and voting 
about whether to give, and then how much, it was determined that 
the barony will donate $100] The amount for qualifying as a gold 
sponsor is $10,000 for 2 seasons, and the deadline is end-of-May.  The 
SCA is already a gold sponsor for 2008.  This donation will go toward 
the 2009 listing.  The question was raised as to whether there might 
be a donation can at WW.  Æsa will check.  Actually, the suggestion 
was to have a donation competition at WW.  Æsa will check. 
 
Pursuivant (Reinholdt):  Proposed Kristyan Applegate as next 
Jararvellir herald, to take office at WW after the next report is in.  
[The written vote was 11 yea, 1 nay.  She is selected]  The Dark 
Heralds of the Sith is changing.  Look for word of the new name. 
 
Flesh Wound (Kristyan):  Flesh Wound for 2009 will be in the last 
Saturday in January. 
 
Exchequer (Tatiana): The final tally for the 35th anniversary 
celebration is in – The event brought in profit of $722.10.  Others 
noted that the under-budget feast and lunch were the major 
contributin factor for this. 
 
Cwentrith:  says hello. 
 
MoAS (Ermina): As Minister of the Arts and Sciences for the barony, 
is putting out a call for instructors to let themselves be known to her.
Second Tuesday at Ermina’s will be an evening of creating 
underpants – each person participating can expect to come away with 
a pattern for their own. 
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next general Meeting 
will be on june 29,  

at 7pm, Edgewood College 

WW (Æsa):  We really need volunteers.  Kadijah says all the classes 
are fully booked, so there’s lots to learn. 
 
Baronial Pavilion (Iohanna):  The Jara pavilion needs maintenance.  
Last year some ropes came up short.  [Propose $100 be earmarked 
for pavilion maintenance so that Ed the Tall presents receipts to us, 
not WW staff] 
 
Ed the Tall (via Eithni):  Gas for the 35th anniversary celebration 
transportation was $192.  We gave him $150.  [By vote decided to 
reimburse him the rest of this cost]  The cost of list pole repair was 
$17.52.  Ed has given receipts to Tatiana.  [By vote we reimburse his 
cost] 
 
Webminister (James):  I am here. 
 
35th Anniversary (Josceline):  Cooks were well-budgeted and well 
organized, so the 35th celebration was profitable.  
 
July General Meeting (Josceline): July General Meeting will be on 
the last Sunday in June, that being June 29. 
 
 
 
7:35 Adjourn. 
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Warriors and Warlords 

http://www.warriorsandwarlords.org 
 
 
WW will be hosted at Kronshage Park in lovely Boscobel, WI. Come 
join us for a weekend of fighting, frolicking, and festivities.  
 
 
Site:                      Kronshage Park, 1500 Wisconsin Ave., Boscobel, WI 
 
Site is open:       9am Thurs – 12pm Sun 
 
Site fees:             $20 adult 

               $10 minor 
               $50 family maximum (2 adults + more than 1 child) 
               $30 additional fee for Merchants.  

 
 
Merchants must be registered with Merchant Coordinator by June 15. 
There is no pre-reg this year. 
                
 
Please be sure to check the website for more site information and event 
updates!  
 
Nordskogen Autocrat                                 Jararvellir Autocrat 
Iulia Terra                                                    Countess Aesa Gilsdottir 
(Tara A.)                                                       (Angie Gilmore) 

 
autocrats@warriorsandwarlords.org         
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Stoughton Road, social practice was at the Country Kitchen on Milwaukee St.  
When fighting practice was held at an old hangar at Morey Airport, social 
practice started out at Claddagh in Greenway Station.  Claddagh had 
ambience (“a cool turret room with a big round table that they let us use” 
recalls Josceline) but was expensive.  The gathering moved to Perkins on 
University, but the lack of alcohol made that an unpopular choice.  So, the 
group moved down a block to Irish Waters on Whitney Way, where it stayed 
until Irish Waters went out of business in 2005.  While Irish Waters was 
popular, it presented its own challenges, as Josceline recalls, “After the 
smoking ban took effect in Madison in July of 2005, Irish Waters scaled back 
their operating hours and began closing their kitchen at 10 pm rather than 
11:00.  We still made it work.  I used to take food orders from the fighters and 
fencers who planned to arrive later and send those orders to the kitchen just 
before 10, so the food was ready when people arrived.” 
  
In the aftermath, social practice has again wandered from one location to 
another.  The basic issue with finding an ideal location has been roughly the 
same from its beginnings:  finding a place where people can get both food 
and drink; where underage attendees are welcome; where the kitchen (and 
the establishment) stays open late enough that folks can get served after 
10pm on a Wednesday; where the noise level is manageable, but 
conversations across the table will not be frowned upon; and where folks can 
gather affordably and conveniently to unwind. 
 
 
[Credits:  My thanks to Mistress Elashava, Mistress Josceline Levesque, and 
Mistress Eithni for their assistance in my research.] 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Announcements 

Like everything in the SCA, WW relies on volunteers - opportunities to help 
make WW happen abound, and all offer the chance to reconnect with old 
friends and meet new people. Volunteer sign-up schedules are available for 
several areas including the Gate, Info Point, Security, and Site Cleanup. For 
Info Point specifically, Shava offers the following incentive: Each person who 
volunteers for Information Point will be able to pick something from a grab 
bag of prizes or treats. They will also be entered in a drawing for a really 
great prize at the end of the event. Shava is not above bribing volunteers even 
though she knows that the fun of volunteering should be prize enough. 
Please check out the volunteer position descriptions and signups at: http://
www.warriorsandwarlords.org/volunteer.html 
 
If you do not have internet access and wish to volunteer, contact Æsa at 608-
354-4207. 

Jararvellir RSS Feed 
 
Have you wanted to keep up on the mailing list and not sort through all the 
spam? Well now you can.   Go to http://mailbucket.org/jararvellir.xml  
 
James has a new setup where the list logs all the traffic and puts it into a RSS 
feed. Most browsers (IE 7 and Firefox) have RSS feed readers, as well as many 
applications such as Google, and so on. 
 
Let James know if you find this useful. 

First Aid/CPR Courses at WW 
 
We will be offering a First Aid/CPR certification class at WW! Cost is $30.00, and 
class size limit is 15 people. Contact Mikkel wma2@uwm.edu for more informa-
tion or to sign up.  



35 years of fishiness: 
Social practice 
by Paul Wickenden of Thanet 
 
There are at least two ways to approach history:  by looking at important 
events (wars, leadership successions, births and deaths, etc.) or by trying to 
uncover the more mundane day-to-day activities of the people who lived in 
those days.  The SCA, while paying some attention to the former, dedicates 
itself to the latter, seeking the less-told stories of the common past.  It is thus 
a bit ironic that attempts to write the history of the SCA itself are 
overwhelmingly focused on the important events (who was crowned, 
elevated, won the tourney, etc.).  It begs the question: how much will you 
learn of the Barony’s history by a recounting of who got what award at what 
event?  Or who won crown tourney that Spring?  If a group of 14th century 
gentles wanted to form a Society for Creative Prochronism (Motto:  “the 
future not as it will be but as it should be”), would it be the Crown Tourneys 
and Coronations they would reenact?  Probably not.  I would wager it would 
be social practice! 
 
Social Practice (or "drinking practice," as it is sometimes known) is held on 
Wednesday nights at a local establishment that offers both food and drink 
late into the night. Many of the attendees come after their activities at the 
Stock Pavilion are completed for the night, but others involved in non-martial 
interest groups also attend for the purposes of mingling and socializing. In 
addition to its social and gustatory aspects, social practice also often includes 
a variety of craft activities and opportunities for discussing issues related to 
local activities, events past and present, and even modern topics of 
importance. However, unlike most of the guilds and activities in the Barony, 
there is no explicit purpose to Social Practice other than to enjoy the company 
of the other attendees.  
 
Social practice has formed an integral part of the fabric of the Barony for 
nearly three decades, but is strangely undocumented.  The first official 
announcement of its meeting place and time did not even appear until the 
March 2002 Skein (and then, mostly because we were in our awkward phase 
where we were exiled from the Stock Pavilion).  Yet, the minutes of General 
Meeting make frequent reference to it throughout the 1980s, so it was no 
secret. 
 
What do we know about the origins of social practice?  It is very likely that 
SCAdians have long gathered for post-practice imbibing within Jararvellir.  
In fact, since the SCA began as a party, it would be very difficult to separate 
the two activities.  But the most concrete information we have is that social 
practice (as a weekly post-Wednesday-night-fighter-practice happening) 
probably started around 1980.  Shava recalls that “I was one of a few people, 
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including Giles, who thought it odd to just go to Fighting Practice and then 
go home without being social. Obviously we needed practice being social, so 
it started up.” 
 
From the start, it was a challenge to find suitable accommodations.  The first 
place that folks tried (McNamara’s) closed within a month so the gathering 
had to be relocated down the street to Clancy’s (located on King and Mifflin).  
As the gathering was mostly centered around drinking (our younger 
members may need to be reminded that in those days the legal age was still 
18!), it was also called “drinking practice” in jest. 
 
For reasons diverse and political (and which we will skip over), a second 
faction formed in those days that chose to meet at Ella’s Deli (at the now-
defunct State Street location).  As Ella’s did not provide alcohol, the second 
group became known as “ice cream practice,” although collectively, both 
extracurricular gatherings were known as “social practice.” A small number 
of folks (like Giles and Shava) attended both groups, but for the most part, 
people kept to their own. 
 
The ice cream practice group eventually died down, Clancy’s closed, and 
(after a number of other drinking practice sites were attempted) the gathering 
consolidated to the Brat und Brau on Regent (currently, the location of 
Lucky’s Bar and Grill), where it stayed for some time.  It also happily 
provided a site where 18-21 year-olds could go, as the liquor laws of the 
modern world were in flux.  As a result, Brat und Brau served as a catalyst to 
unite the two factions, as Josceline notes, “It was classified as a restaurant, 
although it had a full bar, so it wasn’t limited to folks 21 and over.  It also had 
ice cream, so gradually the ice cream practice group started going there as 
well.  We still called it ‘drinking practice’ for a number of years.  The Brat 
und Brau probably had the highest regular attendance of any Wednesday 
night social practice we ever had. That was a period of great interaction 
between different interest groups in the Barony, which helped foster political 
harmony and baronial pride.” 
 
After the Brat und Brau closed in the mid 90s, the gatherings wandered from 
one location to another, never quite able to find a suitable location.  The 
Come Back In was too noisy, Bullfeather's didn't work out, and The Living 
Room began closing their kitchen too early.  A relatively long-ish tenure at La 
Hacienda provided a private dining room and good food (including a social 
practice favorite queso fundido con chorizo, also known as “heart attack in a 
bowl”), but the private room (located in the basement) was musty and people 
with mold allergies complained.  Others said that they were tired of Mexican 
food. 
 
In the Fall of 2001, the Barony lost use of the Stock Pavilion for Wednesday 
night practices and as fighter practice moved from one site to another, so did 
social practice.  When fighter practice was held at Turner Hall on South 


