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Baronial Officers 



Greetings Kinsmen! 
 
Having just returned from Coronation, we thank Siegfried and 
Elizabeth for their generous, joyful service to the Kingdom and also 
wish to thank those of the Barony who helped them have a successful 
reign. We have renewed our fealty to Their Majesties Tom and Sigrid 
and look forward to Their time on the throne. 
 
Locally, in just a few short weeks the Barony will celebrate its 
anniversary at the May Day Moot. We will also hold competitions to 
choose our champions for Heavy Weapons, Rapier, Archery and A&S. 
Please join us at the Hoyt Park Main Shelter (not Burrows Park, which 
we have used for the previous few years) on Sunday, May 2 starting 
at 10 am. Besides the various competitions, we will also dance around 
the May Pole and, more generally, enjoy each others’ company. We 
will be holding Court at May Day – if you know of any gentles in our 
fair Barony who are worthy of recognition, please write a 
recommendation! 
 
We are sad to note that ARRG will not be happening this year; 
logistical issues with the site meant that it booked up for the usual 
date and Northshield’s full summer calendar precluded the use of 
another weekend. Plans are underway to run ARRG next year, so take 
advantage of the break to travel to one of the other great events taking 
place Memorial Day weekend! 
 
Finally, though it is still a few months away, plans for Warriors and 
Warlords are in full swing. Please consider how you may contribute 
to Northshield’s biggest event – even taking a single volunteer shift is 
valuable! If you have any questions about how you can help at WW, 
contact HE Eithni, Jara’s autocrat. 
 
We look forward to seeing many of you at May Day! 
 
 
In service, 

Raito and Æsa 

from their Excellencies 
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In attendance:  Eithni, Paul Wickenden, Iohanna Carracci, Tatiana, Nikolaus 
der Ausländer, Calvin Patten, James Bird, Kristen Bird, Cosimo, Iohanna, 
Sol, Manigarm, Annora, Æsa, Eric, Kat, and Ivan Rezansky.  
 
 
Outgoing Pursuivant (Svanhildr):  My reports are in.  I am nominating Karl 
to be my replacement as pursuivant. 
 
Incoming Pursuivant (Karl):  I have some background in book heraldry but I 
really like court heraldry and I have a good loud voice.  [The meeting voted 
to approve Karl as pursuivant; he will take over in May (not July as 
previously announced] 
 
Incoming Knight Marshall (James):  Fighting was fun yesterday.  My 
nomination to the office is still pending [Meeting approved James as Knight 
Marshall; he will take over at May Day] 
 
Outgoing Exchequer (Tatiana): My first quarter report is in the works.  I am 
also stepping down as Exchequer in June and nominated my deputy Annora 
to the post last meeting  [Meeting approved her nomination to take effect in 
June] 
 
May Day (Tatiana): My household is working on May Day.  Publicity for the 
event is running a little behind schedule.  The web site will be done tonight. 
Arts and sciences is in works.  James will take care of finding MIC.  Archery is 
taken care of.  We haven’t had enough activity in thrown weapons to justify a 
championship this year.  We’re still trying to reach Tristan (without luck so 
far) to figure out rapier but may go ahead without his input.  Music guild will 
look into providing live music during the May Pole.  We are asking for a $50 
budget to cover drinks.  The hours for the event are 10-8.  We will be at the 
main shelter in Hoyt Park. 
 
May Day (Kat): I will be autocratting May Day.   
 
Eric:  I’m co-autocratting May Day with Kat. 
 
ARRG (Ivan):  We contacted the Mermaids autocrat and their group’s 
seneschal to see if we could conflict and they were not in favor of doing so (as 
they don’t want to lose money).  But they have offered to let us join with them 
as long as we kicked in money to help cover the expenses of the site. 
 

April General  
Meeting Minutes  



 5 

ARRG (Cosimo):  I have been looking into others sites (in order to find a 
place where we could hold the event on the May 22nd date).  I found 
Columbus’s Firemen’s Park.  The site fee is $400 plus a $200 security deposit 
(of which we will get $125 back - with $75 used for pavilion rental).  In all, the 
cost of the event—with event expenses—would be around $525, which is too 
much. [Tatiana and Svanhildr also suggested Waterloo’s Firemen’s park, 
but there was doubt that it would still be available] 
 
ARRG (Eithni):  If we want to combine with another event, combining with 
Border Skirmish would work better (there already is a high profile wedding 
at it for Edward of Kent).  However, maybe we shouldn’t do the event this 
year?  [Meeting decided to table the event proposal and not hold ARRG 
this year] 
 
Borrowing Loaner Bows (Manigarm):  I am teaching an archery class for a 
women's retreat in the Dells on May 15th-16th.  I would like to borrow the 
loaner bows so that they will have some lighter poundage bows with which to 
practice.  We might be able to solicit a small donation in exchange for 
allowing them to use our equipment.  Jois is OK with this.  [Meeting 
approved] 
 
Instrumental Music (Nikolaus):  The guild is sputtering along.  We had a 
new person (a 12 year old and father stopped by) but they haven’t come back.  
I will ask the Guild on Monday if they want to perform at May Day. 
 
High Seat (Æsa):  Reinholdt gave Raito some human chess materials.  Does 
anyone know what they are?  {Meeting suggested that they might be from the 
Harry Potter demos] 
 
UW Student Organization Coordinator (Æsa):  Our current person is 
graduating and we need a new representative if we want to retain our status 
as a student organization.  Is it worth doing so? How much do we save on 
Stock Pavilion fees, for example, by being a student organization?  It is 
becoming harder to qualify since we don’t have many student members.  
 
Iohanna:  We really do need to make more of an effort to recruit students and 
also to deal with an overall decline in membership and interest.  This is a 
topic that we need to discuss more.  I’d like to propose that we have a 
dedicated discussion at May Day during the afternoon. 
 
May Day (Eric): If we’re looking for more publicity, would it be OK for us to 
put announcements about May Day in the papers and maybe contact the 
news?  [It would be OK to put announcements in, but contacting the media 
should be done through the Kingdom media relations person — check the 
Northshield website for more information] 
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The next general Meeting 
will be on may 2,  

After feast, at May day 

Incoming Exchequer (Annora): Now that I’m going to be taking over, I’m 
looking for deputy (Tatiana will hold onto that role for now). 
 
Iohanna:  Nothing. 
 
Stock Pavilion (Sol):  We don’t have the Stock Pavilion on April 25th.  I will 
remind people on the List about it.  We also still do not have a calendar for 
May.  I plan to call the contact about that tomorrow (as well as asking about 
how not being a student org would affect our rental rates). 
 
WW (Eithni):  We had WW staff meeting yesterday and are now in high gear.  
I’ll be bringing the budget next month.  Among other things, we are 
redesigning the site layout.  We will be moving fighting off to the side (where 
the terrain is more interesting).  This will leave an open space in the middle 
of site which will be a Greens for special events.  We are also going to break 
the A&S competition into sections (having performance and culinary stuff on 
Friday night, costuming and C&I on Saturday morning, and armoring/
smithing on Saturday afternoon) .  I’ll be sending out information this week.  
If you have ideas (particularly about how we could utilize the Green), now is 
the time to submit them. 
 
Chronicler (Paul):  I’m still looking for a deputy/replacement as my term is 
now up to five years.  I’m also running an article in the Skein this month 
about the Skein, which consolidates the discussion that has been had so far.  
This discussion also ties in nicely to the topic of revitalizing the Barony that 
Iohanna has suggested.  And, as always, please remember to get me stuff for 
the Skein by the Friday before General Meeting! 
 
Seneschal (Ivan):   Our next meeting will be at the May Day Moot.  If you 
have business at that Meeting, please get me your topics in advance as we 
will have a set agenda for the Meeting to keep it under control.  I’ll be on 
vacation in the second half of April,  While I am gone, Æsa will be my point 
of contact. 



Announcements 
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A&S Showcase at May Day 
 
At the May Day Moot we wish to choose our A&S Champion. At the 
suggestion of our previous A&S Champion, Sol, the theme for this year’s A&S 
Showcase, by which we will choose our Champion, is Inspiration. As a 
Champion should inspire others, so do we wish to be inspired by what we see 
and hear from our Champion.  
 
What, exactly, does this mean? Before one is willing to put time and effort 
into creating a project, one must be inspired to do so. Inspiration may be a 
person you met, something you saw or read or heard, a class you attended or 
taught, or anything else. Please show us the process and product of what 
inspired you. Your project does not need to be completed, nor does it need to 
be successful. You do not need to be experienced and accomplished in the arts 

May Day Moot 

Please join us on Sunday, May 2 from 10am to 8pm at Hoyt Park (3902 Regent 
St) to celebrate the Barony’s anniversary! 
 
This year’s moot will include the usual activities, including the Heavy, Rapier, 
Archery and A&S Championships as well as the traditional dance around the 
May Pole. The day will conclude with a potluck supper and General Meeting. 
Hoyt Park is a lovely place to spend the day socializing, working on projects 
and watching kinsmen compete to serve as Baronial Champions. 
 
The Heavy Weapons Tournament will start at 10 am with other activities 
throughout the day. Our current plan is to have the Archery Championship 
during the regular Sunday Archery practice at the Stock Pavilion, so those of 
you who wish to participate or watch can join us there. We will hold the 
Rapier Tournament back at Hoyt Park after Archery concludes. Details for the 
tournaments and archery competition will be forthcoming. 
 
We look forward to seeing you! 
 
In service,  

Raito and Æsa 
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BARONIAL HEAVY WEAPONS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
Being the Baronial Champion for Heavy Weapons, and as our May Day Event 
draws near, I find myself tasked with the privilege and honor of organizing the 
tourney for those of our great warriors that wish to enter the list. I encourage all 
of our warriors to come out and enter the list. I would ask of any that are 
interested to please respond to me off list. An email with your SCA name and all 
authorizations you currently have, or may have as of the date of the event, will be 
sufficient. I am asking about authorizations so that I may plan the tourney 
accordingly, and not inadvertently prevent one from participating. 
 
The tourney will be a standard double elimination with the final consisting of a 
best of five. Each round of the final will be a different weapon set. Please keep in 
mind that our noble and esteemed Baron and Baroness will select a Champion 
from the list of warriors. Winning the tournament is not necessary to receive the 
privilege of bearing the Brand of Jararvellir, or more affectionately referred to as 
the Baronial I-Beam. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all there! 
Honor before Victory, 
 
In humble service to Crown and Kingdom, 

Lothar de la Croix  

and sciences to participate. Beginners are encouraged to enter and show us 
their enthusiasm. And, finally, it does not need to be a recent project --
inspiration from 20 years ago is just as valid as that from last year. 
 
There does need to be some result to show, however. Inspiration that does 
not result in something concrete does not count as inspiration for the 
purposes of this activity. This can include performances as well as objects. 
Because of the nature of this event (we’re choosing our Champion here), team 
entries are not allowed. More than one person can play a part, however it 
should be about one person's inspiration. Documentation of how you were 
inspired, as well as an explanation of your project's authenticity (i.e., how it is 
period), is strongly encouraged. We will speak to each entrant regardless of 
how much written information is provided. 
 
If you have any questions about the Showcase, please contact Raito or Æsa. 
We will provide details soon about when the face-to-face portion will be held 
during the moot. If you plan to participate, we would love to know about it 
in advance, but pre-registration is not required. 
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Concerning the Skein 
by Paul Wickenden of Thanet 
 
 
At last month’s General Meeting, I brought up a question that has 
been bothering me no small amount lately:  What do we want the 
Skein to be?  The question is relevant and timely because the level of 
interest in the Skein (as it currently is) has been waning in the past 
several years: the number of subscriptions have dropped, 
contributions are rare, and interest in serving in the post of Chronicler 
is non-existent. By any measure, the Skein is losing relevance. 
 
One easy response to these challenges could be that, in this age where 
printed publications are folding up right and left, maybe we should 
retire the idea of a printed newsletter altogether.  I’m personally 
reluctant to go with that idea because I believe it is useful to have a 
permanent record of our group and its activities.  Back issues of the 
Skein have been very valuable to me as the Historian in 
describing what happened in the Barony even a few years ago.  I 
would hate to lose that resource. 
 
However, deciding to continue to produce a newsletter is not a 
commitment to business as usual.  It is still valuable to reconsider 
what the Skein should be.  So, after a brief brainstorm at the General 
Meeting, I took the question to the Jara List to see what people would 
say.  I have distilled the responses I received, along with feedback I 
got at General Meeting, into a couple of ideas that I wanted to share 
with you here. 
 
 
Format 
 
If we move towards an electronic format (as we have in fact done in 
recent years), is there any reason to stick to the structure and 
presentation of our current paper-based publication? 
 
The traditional half-fold newsletter is a restrictive format, bourn out 
of the requirements of photocopiers and standard paper sizes.  
Reproducing an electronic newsletter in the same format can be 
downright cumbersome and doesn’t serve a clear purpose.  For those 
who downloaded the March 2010 issue, you’ll notice that I 
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repaginated it so you can least read it online.  However, it could be 
more web-friendly.  Iohanna suggested that an on-line newsletter 
could be fronted by an email -- like a lot of vendors do now – where a 
list of hyperlinks takes you to the articles you want to read.  This, of 
course, would mean some extra (or different) work than is currently 
involved. 
 
 
Content 
 
The monthly paper newsletter is a format from a time before people 
could get their news at any moment.  Nowadays, most people 
communicate by email and get their news online. For example, 
official communications may still get published in the Northwatch but 
given its time lag of over a month, it is hardly the source for current 
information.  Similarly, the Jara List is a better medium for last 
minute schedule changes and information that needs to get out right 
away.  So, as modern expectations have changed about the timeliness 
of news, a monthly newsletter can at best serve as a permanent record 
of information that has already been disseminated elsewhere. 
 
As for content itself, a major cause of job fatigue for a chronicler is 
being responsible for all of the content.  In the old days, one imagines 
that chroniclers had the luxury of sifting through abundant 
submissions and picking and choosing what they wanted.  However, 
even in the past, chroniclers struggled to find enough material to fill 
the pages of their newsletters.  Improving the content and its 
volume/variety are, however, part of a closed feedback loop: a high 
quality publication attracts good writers and good writers create a 
high quality publication.  So, where does one begin? 
 
The key, I believe, is easy-to-write but intrinsically interesting topics.  
And for the most part, the easiest thing to write about is oneself (and, 
coincidentally, it can also be the most interesting).  Most of the 
specific suggestions I received from folks for new content ideas fall 
into this category: 
 

·      Polls 
·      Event reports – what happened at a local event (who won the 

tourney, who had a special court happening, and other 
assorted “gossip” of the Current Middle Ages).  As Sile put it 
nicely, “the stories of a given society of folks are part of what 
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binds it together culturally.  It makes sense that a medium 
that spreads those stories would then be vital to the 
community.”  

·      Baronial history 
·      Persona stories (and maybe something about the person’s 

actual history in the SCA) 
 

None of this is to say that articles about historical subjects, 
reenactment, and various crafts and arts don’t have their place 
(Tournaments Illuminated and the Complete Anachronist have certainly 
largely subsisted on such material), but we probably need to think on 
less grandiose terms for a local newsletter. 
  
 
Publicizing and Increasing Interest 
 
And while improving the quality and relevance of the Skein’s content 
is certainly a valuable step towards increasing its relevance and thus 
its popularity, there also needs to be some attention given towards 
increasing its profile.  An optimist might note that the Skein is 
actually the most-visited part of the Baronial website, with each issue 
getting about 75-100 downloads in the first month (and about 40 
downloads a month after that), according to our webminister, James.  
That’s certainly a vote of confidence, but I believe we can do more. 
 
It is a safe bet, after all, that only a small minority of the Barony is 
even aware that the Skein exists (and most of them are old-timers).  
The key, as Sile noted to me, is making the Skein something to talk 
about: “word of mouth will go further than any other form of 
publicizing - people will want to get their copy because it makes 
them laugh, or remember, or relate, in a way they find valuable.” 
 
 
Conclusions 
 
What do you think?  If you’re reading this article, then you obviously 
care at least somewhat about the newsletter and you have an interest 
in the affairs of the Barony.  How do you think the Skein could be 
improved?  And how do we get there? 
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Events 

Local News 

May 2010 
1—May Day Pie Snit, 
Rokeclif (Taylor WI) 
15—Beltaine by the Bay, 
Darkstone (Mason WI) 
 
June 2010 
4-6—Mermaids Attack XVII, 
Turm an dem See (Valders 
WI) 
11-13—Border Skirmish, Caer 
Anterth Mawr (Kenosha WI) 

July 2010 
8-11—Warriors and Warlords 
XVII, Nordskogen/Jararvellir 
(Boscobel WI) 
 
September 2010 
24-26—Windhaven’s Fall 
Fest, Windhaven (Oconto WI) 

Thrown Weapons 
 
Here is the thrown weapons schedule for the next several months. I will also 
update the calendar on the Jara website, so people can check there if they are 
unsure about a particular date. It is every other Sunday:  Apr 18, May 2, and 
May 30. 
 

Toussaint de Caluw 

Out and About 
For more information visit the individual group’s website (accessed from http://
www.northshield.org/Events/List.aspx). 



Jararvellir Artillery 
Brunch 

Sunday, April 18 at 9:30am 
 
Please join us for the April archers’ brunch.  Our kind host this month is 
Gretchen, 10997 Division St, Blue Mounds, WI 53517 (directions below). 
Please bring a dish to share. Archery practice begins at noon at the Stock 
Pavilion. As always, we have loaner gear available. 
 
Special notes from the host:  “My place is 40 - 45 minutes from the Stock 
Pavilion. If we all leave at 11 to be there by noon, people should start coming 
to eat around 9:30 am.  I have one cat, one ferret and two children. My 
countertop comes in contact with nuts, eggs, soy and milk. I will provide 
pancakes, bacon, and eggs (scrambled), milk, juice, water, coffee, and tea.” 
 
Directions to 10997 Division St: 
From Mt Horeb take County Rd ID towards Blue Mounds. (Follow ID for 
about 6 to 7 miles.) 
Turn right onto Main St 
There is diagonal parking on the right side of Main Street and parallel parking 
on the left side of Main St. 
The flat is located on the corner of Main St and Division St. 
 
There are two doors to the flat. We are above the Computer Handyman. Door 
one (preferred) is at the top of the stairs on the outside of the left side of the 
building. Door two is the first door from the corner of Main and Division on 
the right side of the building (if you are facing the building). 
 
If you are coming on 18/151, take the Cave of the Mounds Rd exit to the right 
off 18/151, then turn left on to County Rd ID.There will be a sign for Division 
St - continue to Main St.  Follow the rest of the instructions above. 
 
Questions? Contact Gretchen (608-437-5573) or Moira (244-1559 or 
blarose@tds.net)  

Stock Pavilion Schedule 
 
We have our regular times (on Wednesday and Sunday) through the end of April 
except for April 25th. 
 
The full schedule can be found at:  
 
              http://www.ansci.wisc.edu/Facilities/stockp.htm  

13 
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Baronial Meetings, Guilds, 
and Contacts 

 Please call the contact person to verify when & where an activity is held!  
 
Archery Practice Sun 12-2PM, Wed. 6:30-9PM.  UW Stock Pavilion  
         Contact: Lady Jois (Deena) 226-0846 
Armoured Combat Wed. 7-10PM, Sunday 2-4PM. UW Stock Pavilion  
     Contact: Roisin igen Ailill (Rebecca Heidelberger) 244-4621, roisin106@aol.com 
Armormaking Tuesdays 7PM.  3314 Ridgeway Avenue 
         Contact: Master Giles (Ed Gilbert) 244-2845, horsebows@mail.madtown.net 
Bardic Arts (not currently active) 
         Contact:  Vacant 
Brewing & Vintning Third Monday.  Various locations (call for info)  
         Contact: Robert the Stout (Robert Trefz)  441-6150, rtrefz@tds.net 
Calligraphy & Illumination  Tuesdays 7PM.  Call for location 
         Contact: Lady Eile (Alicia Cronk) 250-4595, leleth.faery@yahoo.com 
Clothier’s Guild  Alternate Mondays, 7PM.  Contact for location and dates. 
         Contact: Iohanna (A. Rebekah Turner) 957-9072, arebekah@gmail.com 
Cordial Guild First Tuesday 7:30PM Contact for location 
         Contact: Lady Cianna Kharleen (Carrie Wilkey) 846-8008, cianna@teadame.com 
Equestrian (not currently active but information available) 
         Contact:  Alissende de Montfaucon (Tammy Thompson) 212-5433,  
         alissende@centurytel.net 
European Dance Sundays 3PM. UW Campus—check TITU for room.  
         Contact: Lady Genevieve Elisabeth Dumas (Jenny Becker) 206-9330, 

kathrynscully98@aol.com 
Fletching Fridays 6:30PM (call ahead) 5418 Imagine 
         Contact: Lord Toussaint de Caluwe (Tyson Patterson) 838-4092 
Fool’s Guild  Alternate Wednesday 6:30PMish, UW Stock Pavilion. 
         Contact: Lady Aliénor Hathaway (Mariessa Dobrick) 658-8941, reesa83@aol.com  
General Business Meeting Usually 1st Sunday, 7PM, Edgewood College, 
         Predolin Hall — call to verify meeting date and location. 
         Contact: Ivan Matfeevich Rezansky (John Beebe)  298-0918, rezansky@sbcglobal.net 
Instrumental Music Mondays 7PM-Beginners, 8PM-Advanced.   
         UW Campus—Check TITU  
         Contact: Lord Nikolaus der Ausländer (Clint Hotaling) 846-0859,

n_auslander@hotmail.com 
Middle Eastern Dance and Drumming  Wednesday 8:15pm, UW Stock Pavilion.   
         Contact: Lady Kenya (Heather Cushing) 298-0103, evilkenya@tds.net 
Needlearts Tuesdays 7:30. Call for location              
         Contact: Lady Helena Caxton (Sara Andrews) 414-507-5872, helenacaxton@gmail.com 
Pottery Guild  First or second Monday (alternating with Clothier’s), Fired Up Pottery. 

Contact: Annora (Wendy Nelson) 438-6530, wendybyrd42@yahoo.com 
Rapier Practice  Wednesday 6:30-9PM, UW Stock Pavilion 
          Contact: Cosimo de Cellini (Joe Ordaz) 274-0997, jordaz@netzero.com 
Social Practice Wednesday 9PMish.  Call to verify location 
         Contact: Mistress Eithni (Jean Hetzel) 628-7782 
Thrown Weapons Sundays Noon, Second Wednesdays 7PM, UW Stock Pavilion. 

Contact:  John “Jack” Bartholomew of Flanders (David Thompson-Hall) 257-1082 
Vocal Music Thursdays 7 PM UW Campus—Check TITU  
         Contact: Lady Aliénor Hathaway (Mariessa Dobrick) 658-8941, reesa83@aol.com  
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Canton of Coille Stoirmeil 
(Monroe & Juneau County, WI) 

http://www.coillestoirmeilonline.org 
 
Seneschal:  Matthias of Rolling Oaks (Matt Schwall) 
                23149 State Hwy 21, Tomah WI  54660 
                limos112@hotmail.com, (608) 372-5445 
 
Monthly Meeting: First or second Sunday of the month at the Nest in Tomah  

Legalese: This is The Skein, a publication of the Barony of 
Jararvellir in the Kingdom of Northshield of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, Inc. The Skein is available from Paul Goldschmidt, 5625 
Highland Way, Middleton WI 53562.  It is not a corporate publication 
of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. and does not delineate 
SCA policies.  
 
The Skein is Copyright © 2010 Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA), 
Inc. - Barony of Jararvellir. Ownership of articles in this publication 
revert to the author and may not be reprinted without explicit 
permission from the owner.  For information on reprinting material, 
please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the 
original creator of the piece.  Please respect the legal rights of our 
contributors. 
 
Submissions & Subscriptions: Subscriptions for 2010 
are free, but there is a recommended donation of $1 per issue to cover 
postage and copying (Full year =$12). Submissions will be edited for 
grammar and spelling. Anything that is in poor taste or violates SCA 
publication guidelines or copyright law will not be published. The 
Skein is published monthly on the first Wednesday after General 
Meeting. The submission deadline for each issue is the Friday before 
the General Meeting of the publishing month. Submissions are 
accepted in any (legible!) format and via e-mail. Please also include 
any publication restrictions beyond those of this newsletter.                                                                             

 

Art Credits:  The cover art illustrates the second taking of 
Constantinople and is taken from the book Knights, Weapons, and Armor 
(Mineola, NY: Dover, 2007) and is royalty-free. 
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